[Cutaneous infection due to Mycobacterium chelonae in a hemodialysed patient].
We report a case of a hemodialysed patient who developed a cutaneous Mycobacterium chelonae infection. This infection was only localised on the left upper limb, downstream from the arteriovenous fistula. M. chelonae is an unusual human pathogen, which is present in soil, dust, and stagnant water. Various factors, especially immunosuppression can favour this sort of infection in humans. Because of the ubiquity of the mycobacterium, the source of the inoculation sometimes remains unknown. However, a great number of cases are related to nosocomial infections. The preferential localizations are cutaneous, ocular, and pulmonary. Some cases of cutaneous infections due to M. chelonae, or caused by other atypical mycobacterium, are described in renal transplantation, peritoneal dialysis and hemodialysis. In the case we describe here, the source of contamination was not identified. The outcome was favourable with clarithromycin. This treatment is still continued because of a reappearance of the lesions when treatment was discontinued.